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physically delicate and not any feeling that participation was
unbecoming for their class. That this diagnosis is correct
is proved by the fact that those youths who were physically
fit or adept in various exercises did take part in these perfor-
mances, even if they happened to be college-returned youths
from Poona or Bombay. It must be admitted at the same time
that those educated young men joined for the sake of fun rather
than from any religious belief. It was feared and rightly too
that within few years this dance and even the celebratoin of
the occassion may disappear. The conditions have slightly
improved, but one cannot be yet certain about its future.
The attitude of the Chitpavans as a class towards dances
of other castes and tribes is quite sympathetic. Dancing
groups, which visit their houses, are given a courteous treat-
ment, Men, women and children of the house and those of
the neighbourhood as well come out to watch the performance
and some groups are asked to sing a particular song or dance
a theme, in which they are supposed to excel or which the
audience is able to understand, To the professional tama-
slias however, they are apathetic. Persons performing and
witnessing these are looked down upon and the word tamas-
glr has become a term of contempt. This was mostly due to
the erotic sentiment dominating these tamaslias, created by
songs and the type of dancing which was many times indescri-
bably obscene. There have been however, persons amongst
them, who patronised the tamasgirs not only by witnessing
their performances, but by allowing them to be performed in
their own courtyard. Such people were in no case excommu-
nicated. But social approval by the Chitpavans as a class it
never had. The attitude is undergoing a change. The
taviaslia is also becoming more decent and it will not be
long before it gets social recognition both as an art-form and
as a mode of amusement, even from the Chitpavans and
other advanced classes.
The Deshy^ha Brahmins.
t
The  Deshastha  Brahmins  have been the inhabitants of
the Ghat-side for a  number  of years.    The Ghat-side is also